(190 

and accordingly, taking her under my Consideration, 
I had ail the Succefs I could with for, which perhaps 
may not be unacceptable to the Curious, if I publiih in 
one of the next Transitions. 


XII Account of Boofy, 


i. Voyages and Difcoveries in South America: The Firf 
up the River of Amazons to .Quito in Peru, and lack 
again to Brazil, performed at the Command of the King 
of Spain, ly Chriftopher D’Acugna. The Second, up 
the River of Plate, and thence ly Land to the Mines of 
Potofi, ly M. Acarete. The Thirdfrom Cayenne in¬ 
to Guiana, in fearch of the Lake of Parima, reputed 
the richefi Place in the World, ly M. Grillet, and Be¬ 
chamel. Done into Englifh from the Originals, leing 
the only Accounts of thofe Parts hitherto extant, with 
Maps. London, Printed for Sam. Buckly, at the 
Dolphin in Fleet Street. 


F Ather D’Acugna, begins with a Short Account of 
forne remarkable Attempts that had been made un- 
fuccesfully at feveral timesby the Spaniards, to difcover 
the River of Amazons ; and then proceds to the perfedt 
Difcovery of it, by Don Pedro de Texeira, who in the 
Year *1637. fet out from Para in Brazil, with 70 Por- 
tugefe,- and 1 zoo Indians in 47 Canoos, and palling up 
the River with much difficulty, got to Quito in Peru: 
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The News whereof being fent to the Viceroy of Pent 
reading at Lima , he ordered General Texetra to return 
to Para by the fame way he came, and Two able Spa¬ 
niards (of which our Author was one) to embark with 
him, to take an Account of the Courfe of the River, and 
the Country and People along it: and then to go to 
Spain to acquaint his Catholtck Majefty with their 
Dilcoveries. Accordingly they left Qu/to in Jan. 1639, 
and were Ten Months going down the River to Par a. 
From thence F. C. £>’ Acugna went to Spain, and pre- 
iented the King his Matter with an ample Account of 
what he had obferv’d upon this great River, which was 
publifhed at Madrid, 1641. but within a Year after, the 
Portuguefe making themfelves Mailers of all Brafil, and 
confequently of the Mouth of the Amazons, it was judg’d 
neceflary to fupprefs the faid Book, both in Spain and 
America , for the following Reafon ; the frequent Backing 
of their Towns, and feizing of their Ships by the Eng¬ 
lish, French, and Dutch, put Philip the Third upon 
fearching out new Ways of Tranfporting the Treafures 
of Peru , Chili, and Granada , into Spain ; to which End 
(the Coalls about, and in the Gulf of Mexico, being as 
well known as thofe in Europe') orders were difpatch’d 
from the Court at Madrid to the Governors of Brazil 
and Peru, to attempt the Navigation of the great River 
of Amazons, that if it were found practicable, the Gold, 
Silver, and other Merchandizes of Peru, and the adjacent 
Countries might be lafely and commodioufly fent down 
to Para f to be put on board the Galleons, which would 
lie lefs expos’d there, than at Cartagena, Porto Bela, or 
Vera Cruz, the Soundings of the Mouth of that River 
being unknown, and dangerous to Strangers. Now the 
lofs of Brazil spoiling this Projldf, and no further Ufa 
being :c oe made of theDilcovery by the Spaniards, they 
were not willing any other People fhould beth e better 



( i-98 ) 

for it, and hence the Copy of this Book became fbfcarce 
that Mr. Comber Ville lays, there was not above Two 
in Europe, when he tranflated it into French, the Intro¬ 
duction to our Englifh Verfion informs us, what Propo- 
pofals were made by the Count de Pagan to Cardinal 
Mazarine , in 16 55. for Conquering and Planting this 
great River, but he, being involv’d in Domeftick Trou¬ 
bles, was not at leifure to undertake it; nor has, it been 
attempted fince, by any Europeans. By the Account 
which Father D’Acugna gives of this River, it takes its 
Rife Eight Leagues from Quito, within Twenty Minutes 
of the Equinoctial Line, runs from Eaft to Weft, coaft- 
ing along the South Side of the Equinoctial Line, and 
is not diftant from it, above Five Degrees, in the great- 
eft of its Windings; the narroweft part of it is a Quar¬ 
ter of a League broad, in fome Places it is One, in others 
Two, Three, and Four Leagues wide; and afteraCourfe 
of above 1200 Leagues, difcharges it felf into the Sea, 
by a Mouth 84 Leagues broad, and is fo deep, that a 
Ship of the largeft Size may go up almoft to its Source. 
Not to defcend to particulars, he tells us in general, that 
the Country is Rich and Fertile, abounding in Corn, 
Wood, and Cattle, not without Mines of Gold; the In¬ 
habitants numerous, handfom and ingenious, but diffe¬ 
rent in their Language and Government. He has like- 
wife taken Care to mark the Diftances of Places all along 
the River, and what is peculiarly remarkable in each, 
either of the Inhabitants or Produfts of the Earth. In a 
Word, he has Ihewn himfelf perfectly qualified for the 
Bufinefs he was fent upon, which requir’d no lefs Since¬ 
rity than Accuracy and Judgment, and has given us a 
very entertaining Defcription of the nobleft River in the 
World, and the richeft TraCt of Land in all America 
The Two other Voyages in this Book, were judg’d pro¬ 
per to accompany this, as defcribing Two other Large 
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Parts of America, whereof till now, we had but imper¬ 
fect Accounts. 

z. Traite du Cancer , ou l'on explique fa nature , & ou 1 'on 
propofe les moyens les plus furs pour le guerir Methodique- 
ment. Avec un ex amen du fyfleme & de la pratique de 
A/r.Helvetius. Par Mr. J. B. AHiot, Confetller du Roy, 
Medec 'm ordinaire de fa Majejle , & de la Baftille, 
Paris, 1698. in 8vo. 

T HE Father of the Author of this Treatife, Te~ 
trus AHiot , who lived in Lorrain , and was Phy- 
fitian to the Dukes of that Name in that Country, had 
made a particular inquiry into the Nature and Cure of 
Cancers and Cancerous Tumours. The King of France 
hearing of his Reputation at the Time when the Queen - 
Mother was troubled with this Difeafe, fent for him to 
Paris , whither the Author came with his Father, and 
profited under him in the Management of this Difeafe, 
The Author, after fome general Preliminaries, diftin- 
guifhes Cancers into fuch as are apparent or occult. He 
thinks the Cancer to come from Acids, and to be belt 
cured by Alkalies, and abforbing Medicines. He finds 
Fault with Monfieur Helvetias , for not underftanding 
the Ancients, Moderns, or his own Syftem of this Di¬ 
feafe, and at laft propofes his Father’s Method (which 
Ettmuller had feme Notice of, as appears by Quotations 
in this Book) which is by a Medicine made of red Arfe- 
nick, or Realgar Powdered, and put into a very Orong 
Lixivia!, the Diflolution is power’d off by Inclina¬ 
tion, it is filtrated, and to this Liquor is put Vinegar of 
Lead, till nothing precipitates. This Powder precipita¬ 
ted is fweetned by Twelve or Fifteen times powring 
warm Water on it. The laft Water ought to come off 
infipid, then burn either pure Spirit of Wine, Five or 
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Sk times on ir, dr fuch £o which is put a Tin&ure of 
Opium, then powder it, and it is ready for ufe. But 
both for the Keafonings on this Difeafe, and the Ufe of 
this Medicine, recourfe ought to be had to the Book idle if 


XIII. A Catalogue of Books lately puhlifb’d, not mentioned 
in thefe Tranfaftions. 

M Uieum regium, feu Catalogus rerun* tam natura- 
hurn, quam artificialium, quae in bafilica biblio¬ 
thecae auguftihimi Danix Norvegixq; Monarch# Chri- 
fliani quinti Haffinite aflervantur deferiptus ab Oligero 
Jacobxo, Han. 1 696. fol. 

Godefridi Bidloo, vindieix quarundam delineationum 
anatomicarum contra ineptas animadverfiones, Fred. 
Ruyfchii. Lugd. Bat. 1697. 4to. 

Frederici Ruyfchii Refponfio ad Godefridi Bidloi libel- 
lum cui nornen vindicizrum infcripfit, Amft.t 697.014to. 

Chrifliani a Steenvelt diilertatio de ulcere verminofo. 
Lugd. Bat. 1697. in 410. 

Bibliotheca Hifpana vetus, five Hifpanorutn qui u& 
quam unquamve feripto a liquid conhgnaverunt, notitia. 
Compledtens Scriptores omnes qui ab Q&aviani Augufti 
imperio utq,* ad annum 1 yoo. Boruerunt. Au&ore Nico- 
lao Antonio, opus pofthumum. Rom. 1696. fol. 

Corpus pharmaceuticc-chy mico-medicu m five concor- 
dantia pharmaceuticoruiTi compofkorum,ad mentem cla- 
rifUraorum, virorum bine inde breviter illuftrata. Stu¬ 
dio & Opera Joannis Helfrici Jungken Phyfici Franco- 
furtenfis. Francof. 1697. 8vo. 

Cours de Chymie par Nicolas Lemery. ye. edition, 
fhris, ?6y~. 8vo. 

Jo. Conradi Barchufen, pyrofopbia, in tres partes 

-.divas, quarum 1. JatrocMmiam ; altera rem metaHicam, 
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